
 

  

 

   

 

SYLLABUS 2025-2026 

Contemporary World Issues  
(Press Review/Institution/NGOs) 

 

MODULE SPECIFICATION 

Module Code 2526_ECO_1_EN_016 

Campus Oxford 

Department(s) Territorial Economy and Sustainable 
Development 

Level / Semester Undergraduate Year 1 (U1); Equivalent to FHEQ 
level 4 

Semester 02 

Language of Instruction English 

Teaching Method ☒ In-person (face-to-face) 

☐ Distance learning (live online) 

☐ e-Learning (asynchronous) 

☐ Hybrid: ___________________________ 

Pre-requisite(s)? None 

ECTS 
Reminder: 1 ECTS = between 20 and 30hr- student workload 

3 

Equivalent FHEQ credits 6 

Study Hours 60 hours which comprise of 21 directed learning 
and 39 independent learning/assessment hours 

 

MODULE DESCRIPTION 

Module Aims This module explores the major global challenges that are shaping our 
world today and their implications for business and sustainable 
development. Through an interdisciplinary approach, students will 
engage with topics such as trade wars, migration, and climate change. 
The module encourages students to think critically about the 
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interconnected nature of these challenges and to understand how 
businesses can operate responsibly while contributing to global 
solutions. It provides a foundational understanding of the complexities 
that businesses face in a rapidly evolving world. 

Teaching Arrangement The module adopts a student-centred, active-learning approach that 
includes: 

• Interactive lectures to introduce key concepts and encourage 
class discussion. 

• Case studies and real-world examples to bridge theory with 
practical applications in global contexts. 

• Collaborative group projects to promote teamwork and 
problem-solving related to global challenges. 

• Media analysis and critical reflections to build media literacy 
and enhance the evaluation of multiple perspectives. 

• Continuous assessment through written assignments, quizzes, 
and/or in class presentations to ensure ongoing engagement 

Learning Outcomes By the end of this module, students should be able to: 
1. Describe the interconnectedness of global issues, identifying 

their key economic, social, environmental, and political 
dimensions. 

2. Explain the effectiveness of global policies and initiatives, such 
as the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), in addressing 
key global challenges. 

3. Apply fundamental theories of globalisation and sustainability 
to real-world case studies. 

4. Differentiate between various perspectives on global 
economic issues, comparing the roles of businesses, 
governments, and international organisations. 

5. Present recommendations by integrating information from a 
range of sources to address emerging global challenges. 

6. Evaluate media coverage and narratives on global topics by 
assessing the validity of their sources. 

Competency Goals* 
(Knowledge, expertise and 
interpersonal skills) 

PGE_U_CG03 - Develop and implement the marketing and sales 
strategy 

PGE_U_CG05 - Innovate to adapt to its environment 

Alignment with Programme 
Learning Goals* 

PGE_U_CG03_LO02 - Develop a business strategy and implement 
marketing plan 

PGE_U_CG05_LO01 - Analyse the organisation's activity and develop 
innovative projects 
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SESSION TOPICS / MODULE SCHEDULE 
(Please note, a session/sequence may be more than one scheduled class) 

Session 1: Understanding Global Issues 
Content: 

● Concepts, actors, media narratives and impacts of global issues 
References: 

● Mandatory: 
○ Steger, M.B. (2018) ‘What is global studies?’, in M. Juergensmeyer, Sassen, S., Steger, 

M.B. and Faessel, V. (eds.) The Oxford handbook of global studies. Oxford, United 
Kingdom: Oxford University Press, pp. 3–20. 

○ Bhargava, V. (ed.) (2006) Global issues for global citizens: An introduction to key 
development challenges. Washington, DC: The World Bank. 

● Supplementary: 
○ Steger, M.B. (2023) Globalization: A very short introduction. 6th edn. Oxford, United 

Kingdom: Oxford University Press. (Chapters 3-6) 
Assignments: 

● Complete assigned readings before class and actively participate in discussions and activities, 
particularly those focused on analysing readings, media content, and case studies 

Session 2: Sustainability 
Content: 

● Overview of sustainable development goals and complex challenges 
References: 

● Hite, K.A. and Seitz, J.L. (2021) Global issues: An introduction. 6th edn. John Wiley & Sons. 
(Chapter 1) 

Assignments: 
● Complete assigned readings before class and actively participate in discussions and activities, 

particularly those focused on analysing readings, media content, and case studies 

Session 3: Poverty, Inequality, and Migration 
Content: 

● Overview on addressing poverty, inequality, and migration 
References: 

● Hite, K.A. and Seitz, J.L. (2021) Global issues: An introduction. 6th edn. John Wiley & Sons. 
(Chapter 2) 

● Bhargava, V. (ed.) (2006) Global issues for global citizens: An introduction to key development 
challenges. Washington, DC: The World Bank. (Chapters 2 and 6) 

Assignments: 
● Complete assigned readings before class and actively participate in discussions and activities, 

particularly those focused on analysing readings, media content, and case studies 

Session 4: International Economics 
Content: 

● Crises, trade wars, and cryptocurrencies in international economics 
References: 

● Giudici, G., Milne, A. and Vinogradov, D. (2019) ‘Cryptocurrencies: Market analysis and 
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perspectives’, Journal of Industrial and Business Economics, 47, pp. 1-18. doi:10.1007/s40812-
019-00138-6. 

● Bhargava, V. (ed.) (2006) Global issues for global citizens: An introduction to key development 
challenges. Washington, DC: The World Bank. (Chapters 3 and 7) 

● Mattoo, A. and Staiger, R.W. (2019) Trade wars: What do they mean? Why are they happening 
now? What are the costs? rep. World Bank Group, pp. 1–16. 

●  
Assignments: 

● Complete assigned readings before class and actively participate in discussions and activities, 
particularly those focused on analysing readings, media content, and case studies 

Session 5: Climate Change 
Content: 

● Overview on climate change 
References: 

● Hite, K.A. and Seitz, J.L. (2021) Global issues: An introduction. 6th edn. John Wiley & Sons. 
(Chapter 6) 

● Bhargava, V. (ed.) (2006) Global issues for global citizens: An introduction to key development 
challenges. Washington, DC: The World Bank. (Chapter 12) 

Assignments: 
● Complete assigned readings before class and actively participate in discussions and activities, 

particularly those focused on analysing readings, media content, and case studies 

Session 6: Global Food Systems and Security 
Content: 

● Overview on global food systems and security 
References: 

● Hite, K.A. and Seitz, J.L. (2021) Global issues: An introduction. 6th edn. John Wiley & Sons. 
(Chapter 4) 

● Bhargava, V. (ed.) (2006) Global issues for global citizens: An introduction to key development 
challenges. Washington, DC: The World Bank. (Chapter 8) 

Assignments: 
● Complete assigned readings before class and actively participate in discussions and activities, 

particularly those focused on analysing readings, media content, and case studies 

Session 7: Human Development 
Content: 

● Global health and education in human development 
References: 

● Bhargava, V. (ed.) (2006) Global issues for global citizens: An introduction to key development 
challenges. Washington, DC: The World Bank. (Chapters 9-11) 

Assignments: 
● Complete assigned readings before class and actively participate in discussions and activities, 

particularly those focused on analysing readings, media content, and case studies 

Session 8: Global Governance 

Content: 
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● Peace, justice, and partnerships in global governance 
References: 

● Tucker, P. (2022) Global discord: Values and power in a fractured world order. Princeton, NJ: 
Princeton University Press. (Chapter 15) 

● Bhargava, V. (ed.) (2006) Global issues for global citizens: An introduction to key development 
challenges. Washington, DC: The World Bank. (Chapters 17-19) 

Assignments: 
● Complete assigned readings before class and actively participate in discussions and activities, 

particularly those focused on analysing readings, media content, and case studies 

Session 9: The Future of Globalisation 
Content: 

● Emerging technologies in the future of globalisation 
References: 

● Bhargava, V. (ed.) (2006) Global issues for global citizens: An introduction to key development 
challenges. Washington, DC: The World Bank. (Chapter 21) 

● Hite, K.A. and Seitz, J.L. (2021) Global issues: An introduction. 6th edn. John Wiley & Sons. 
(Chapter 10) 

Assignments: 
● Complete assigned readings before class and actively participate in discussions and activities, 

particularly those focused on analysing readings, media content, and case studies 

 

KEY TEXTS 

1. Hite, K.A. and Seitz, J.L. (2021) Global issues: An introduction. 6th edn. John Wiley & Sons. 
2. Bhargava, V. (ed.) (2006) Global issues for global citizens: An introduction to key development 

challenges. Washington, DC: The World Bank. 

 

SUPPLEMENTARY TEXTS 

1. Steger, M.B. (2018) ‘What is global studies?’, in M. Juergensmeyer, Sassen, S., Steger, M.B. 
and Faessel, V. (eds.) The Oxford handbook of global studies. Oxford, United Kingdom: Oxford 
University Press, pp. 3–20. 

2. Steger, M.B. (2023) Globalization: A very short introduction. 6th edn. Oxford, United Kingdom: 
Oxford University Press. 

3. Giudici, G., Milne, A. and Vinogradov, D. (2019) ‘Cryptocurrencies: Market analysis and 
perspectives’, Journal of Industrial and Business Economics, 47, pp. 1-18. doi:10.1007/s40812-
019-00138-6. 

4. Mattoo, A. and Staiger, R.W. (2019) Trade wars: What do they mean? Why are they happening 
now? What are the costs? rep. World Bank Group, pp. 1–16. 

5. Tucker, P. (2022) Global discord: Values and power in a fractured world order. Princeton, NJ: 
Princeton University Press. 
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MODES OF ASSESSMENT 

Continuous Assessment (40%) 
 

Group report 24% 

Written assessment 16% 

Final Exam (60%) Closed book written exam 

 

MODULE DESIGN TEAM 

● Author: Cathy Rubinos 

● Reviewer: Sandra Preciado 

● External Reviewer: Sudiappu Kankanamalage Premaratne Perera 


